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ABSTRACT

When a child cannot perform motor tasks at
the level of his peer group. he becomes
socially 1solated. The ability 1o participate

in typical childhood activities is part of

normal, healthy daily living. DCD restricts
group participation. Children with DCD
show marked impairment in motor
coordination development, which
significantly interferes with academic
achievement or ADL (APA. 1994),
Longitudinal studies showed that the disorder
may even persist into adulthood, affecting
social and emotional performance. Recent
research has proposed that DCD is not a
uniform disorder but rather includes subtypes
and co-morbidities as part of the disorder. It
is important to improve our knowledge and
understanding of the nature of the disorder
and also to improve intervention methods,
This presentation discusses current theories
and research on existing subtypes and co-
morbidities. It appears that not all children
with DCD are similar; findings suggest that
DCD is a generalized problem, affecting
movement and perception. DCD subtypes
are categorized to show the variety of
symptoms, differences in gross and fine
motor skills, and sensory problems that these
children exhibit, as well as the specific
disabilities diagnosed in each subtype. A
further dilemma in this complex problem is
the presence of co-morbidity of DCD with
difficulties in other non-motor areas, such
as attention, concentration, or specific
learning disabilities, for example dyslexia
and specific language impairment. Finally,
attention will be given to the current methods
of examination and identification including
M-ABC and the Zuk Test for Motor Function
and Skilled Movement. The importance of
testing for the identification of the subtype
in order to decide upon appropriate
intervention and proenosis will also be
discussed.
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